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SETAF Soldiers assist in Senegal army training

HEIDELBERG, GE -- The United States European Command launched the first-ever brigade training under the African Crisis Response Initiative program, beginning Sept. 11, 2000, in Senegal. 

ACRI is a U.S. presidential initiative under State Department's sponsorship which

provides peacekeeping and humanitarian training to the militaries of selected African nations, which have committed forces to the ACRI.

A U.S. joint mobile training team of approximately 45 soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines from Europe, assisted by some 39 contract instructors and assorted support personnel, will begin brigade-level instruction for approximately 400 Senegalese soldiers,

non-commissioned officers and officers.  Training will include peacekeeping and humanitarian assistance doctrine, individual soldier skills, training in combat support and combat service support functions, staff officer skills, and the military decision making process for leaders and staff.  Scheduled for eight weeks, the training will culminate in a brigade situational training exercise.


USAREUR’s Southern European Task Force, responsible for much of the planning for this brigade training, is contributing 14 soldiers to the mobile training team.

The African Crisis Response Initiative is a training initiative that enhances existing African peacekeeping and humanitarian operation capabilities.  The aim of the ACRI is to work together with the host nation, in this case, Senegal, to create an effective, rapidly deployable, inter-operable, peacekeeping and humanitarian assistance capability.
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