INFORMATION PAPER

SUBJECT:  BELGIUM, NETHERLANDS, and ITALY

PURPOSE:  To provide an information on applicable International Agreements applicable in Belgium, Netherlands and Italy

GENERAL:  Belgium, Netherlands and Italy are signatories to the NATO Status of Forces Agreement.  The NATO SOFA is a treaty.  A Status of Forces Agreement is an international agreement between a “sending” State and a “receiving “ State that attempts to define the relationships between the visiting forces and the host country authorities.  

· BELGIUM – US Forces in Belgium are governed by the NATO SOFA, the Paris Protocol, and the SHAPE-Belgium (not U.S. - Belgium) Agreement.  All quality of life issues negotiated between the U.S. Forces Liaison Officer and the Belgian Government must be accomplished IAW the mentioned agreements.  The U.S. does not own any facilities or property, except for the American High School in Brussels.  There are currently 126 International Agreements between the U.S. and Belgium.

· NETHERLANDS – US Forces in the Netherlands are governed by the NATO SOFA and a separate U.S. - Netherlands Agreement, commonly referred to as the Soesterberg Agreement (Hague 1954).  Any matter unresolved by current agreements requires coordination with the Host Nation.  Normally done by the Netherlands Law Center through exchange of correspondence.  There are currently 183 International Agreements between the U.S. and the Netherlands.

· ITALY - U.S. Forces in Italy are governed by the NATO SOFA and the 1954 Bilateral Infrastructure Agreement (BIA), commonly referred to as the “Shell Agreement.”Under long-standing bilateral agreements flowing from NATO membership, Italy hosts important U.S. military forces at Vincenza and Livorno (Army); Aviano (Air Force); and Sigonella, Gaeta, and Naples--home port for the U.S. Navy Sixth Fleet. The United States has about 17,000 military personnel stationed in Italy.  There are currently 241 International Agreements between the U.S. and Italy.
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