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SECTION II. INTRODUCTION

Type of Instruction:  C.  Time of Instruction:  .25 hour(s).  Media:  Slides.

A.  MOTIVATOR:  Failure to know what are the limits of a SNAP community observer’s authority could leave you subject to criminal or civil proceedings. 

B.  TERMINAL LEARNING OBJECTIVE (STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVE):  Unaided, describe the authority of a SNAP community observer.

NOTE:  Inform the students of the following terminal learning objective requirements.


1.  At the completion of this lesson the student will:



ACTION:  Unaided, describe the limits of the authority of SNAP community observer. 

  

CONDITIONS: Given the USAREUR, SNAP slide presentation, a lesson plan, classroom, and students     



STANDARDS: The student must be able to describe the limits of the authority of a SNAP community observer.

C.  SAFETY REQUIREMENTS:  None.

D.  RISK ASSESSMENT LEVEL: Low Risk 

E.  ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS: none 

F.  EVALUATION: N/A   

G.  INSTRUCTIONAL LEAD IN: None


SECTION III.  PRESENTATION

A.  INTRODUCTION:

     Media: Slides (# 2)


  
1.  First teaching point.  The purpose of this presentation is to teach the student the limits of the authority of a community observer and his/her liability as community observer volunteer.

     Media:  Slides (# 3) Agenda – covers what the instructor will cover. 

     Media:  Slides (# 4) Learning objectives – covers what the learning objectives are.

B.  ENABLING LEARNING OBJECTIVE # 1.

NOTE:  Inform the students of the enabling learning objective requirements.


ACTION:  Unaided, students should be able to describe the SNAP community observer’s role.


CONDITIONS: Given the USAREUR, SNAP slide presentation, a lesson plan, classroom, and students     


STANDARDS: Students should demonstrate their knowledge of the role of a SNAP community observer by the feedback that they provide to the instructor.    


Learning Step/Activity 1.


  Type of instruction:  C.  Instructor to student ratio is 1:Class.


  Time of instruction:  .1 hour(s).


  Media: Slides (# 5) – Community observer’s role.

NOTE:  The bullets on slides 5-8 are fairly self-explanatory.  Comments and teaching points will be offered by exception, or where it is appropriate to highlight a point.

1.  First teaching point.  SNAP community observers are not law enforcement officers or military police volunteers.  There is no expectation for them to in anyway mirror police officers, security guards or anything other than observing and reporting suspicious activity or persons.  This is why it is so important that they have working communications with the local law enforcement.  They must also ensure that they coordinate their area observation with the law enforcement office before they begin their observation and once they have finished their observation.  

      2.  Second teaching point.  While there is a remote possibility for confrontation, community observers must avoid confrontations.  If a problem should arise, they should immediately contact law enforcement.

C.  ENABLING LEARNING OBJECTIVE # 2.

NOTE:  Inform the students of the enabling learning objective requirements.


ACTION:  Unaided, students should be able to describe community observer’s liability.


CONDITIONS: Given the USAREUR, SNAP slide presentation, a lesson plan, classroom, and students     


STANDARDS: Students describe community observer’s liability.


Learning Step/Activity 1.


  Type of instruction:  C.  Instructor to student ratio is 1:Class.


  Time of instruction:  .1 hour(s).

NOTE:  The bullets on slide 6 are fairly self-explanatory.  Comments and teaching points will be offered by exception, or where it is appropriate to highlight a point.

     Media: Slides (# 6) – Community observer’s liability

     1.  First teaching point.  Community observers do not have the same protections as the military or civilian employees of the US under the NATO Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA).  What does this mean?  It means that if they exceed their authority, they may be subject to criminal or civil action in court.  This point must be emphasized with the balancing comments that this should not be a problem as long as they remember that they are there merely to observe and report suspicious persons or activity.

D.  ENABLING LEARNING OBJECTIVE # 3.

NOTE:  Inform the students of the enabling learning objective requirements.


ACTION:  Unaided, students should be able to describe community observer’s authority.


CONDITIONS: Given the USAREUR, SNAP slide presentation, a lesson plan, classroom, and students     


STANDARDS: Students describe SNAP community observer’s jurisdiction. 

Learning Step/Activity 1.


  Type of instruction:  C.  Instructor to student ratio is 1:Class.


  Time of instruction:  .1 hour(s).

NOTE:  The bullets on 7 are fairly self-explanatory.  Comments and teaching points will be offered by exception, or where it is appropriate to highlight a point.

     Media: Slides (# 7) – Community observer’s jurisdiction

     1.  First teaching point.  Emphasize that SNAP volunteers have no police powers. 

     2.  Second teaching point.  Citizen arrests powers are very limited, and such application is greatly discouraged.  If there is suspicious activity or suspicious persons, contact local law enforcement.   Since each USAREUR host nation’s laws are different, the servicing judge advocate for each SNAP should be contacted to determine if there is any arrest power for a civilian.  Military members should only detain other military members if it is clear that they are military and are suspected of violating the Uniformed Code of Military Justice (UCMJ).  In Germany, as an example, civilians only have the authority to take another person into temporary custody if they have witnessed that person committing a felony under German law or fleeing the scene of the felony.

E.  CONCLUSION.

NOTE:  Summarize 


ACTION:  Unaided, students should describe community observer’s jurisdiction.


CONDITIONS: Given the USAREUR, SNAP slide presentation, a lesson plan, classroom, and students     


STANDARDS: Students accurately describe what jurisdiction applies for SNAP community observers.     


Learning Step/Activity 1.


  Type of instruction:  C.  Instructor to student ratio is 1:Class.


  Time of instruction:  .1 hour(s).


  Media: Slides (# 8)

        Summary

While being a SNAP community observer should rarely result in a situation in which jurisdiction issues will arise, it is absolutely essential for SNAP community observers to know the limits of their authority, and their liability for exceeding their authority.  If they remain cognizant of their roles and expectations, which are an observer and reporter of suspicious activity persons, they will be fine.

NOTE:  Personnel should next receive briefings on:

· Avoidance of weather related injuries
· First aid
· Identification of suspicious items and responses
