Making a SNAP decision for safer neighborhoods

SNAP is a new concept in neighborhood watch programs. The Safe Neighborhood Awareness Program aims to improve the situational awareness of USAREUR personnel in Europe to supplement Force Protection and Crime Prevention efforts. It helps us protect ourselves against terrorist and criminal threats and deters illegal acts throughout USAREUR.
SNAP is a community-based volunteer program that mirrors traditional “Neighborhood Watch” in many ways and is run in coordination with military and civilian police officials. Local leaders and volunteers can tailor each program to address regional concerns and target all community members, not just “on-post” housing area residents. SNAP allows for volunteers to patrol housing areas but does not promote intervention. SNAP volunteers are not to take unnecessary risks. The program focuses only on improving reporting skills and on developing and sustaining situational awareness.

The program also seeks to strengthen community bonds by encouraging neighbors to get to know one another. SNAP is partly based on the concept that if you know your neighbors, and they know you, you can better and more quickly report suspicious activity.

By widely disseminating force protection and crime prevention information, SNAP immerses civilians and soldiers in USAREUR’s force protection and crime prevention efforts. Increased awareness and enhanced observation provide better information to the Military Police thereby reducing a community’s vulnerabilities.

For more details on SNAP, refer to USAREUR Circular 190-25. Or call your local SNAP coordinator at this number:


Things to watch for

· Person(s) asking, screaming or shouting for help

· Someone appearing to be in distress or danger

· Unusual noises

· Property being taken out of houses or buildings by strangers where no one known is at home, or the business/activity is closed

· Vehicles moving slowly with no lights or no apparent destination

· A stranger running through the neighborhood

· A stranger taking pictures

· A stranger sitting in a car or stopping to talk to a child

· Persons appearing to hide their activity

· Incidents such as fires, and other activity that may require an emergency response

· Vandalism, to include graffiti, broken windows, doors and other unsafe property

· Abandoned cars

· Someone strange looking into windows and parked cars

Report the above suspicious activity or other suspect acts to your local MP/SP or local national law enforcement authorities

Reporting suspicious activity
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Give your name and address (this can be optional)

· Briefly describe the event – what happened, when, where, and who was involved

· Describe the suspect; sex, race, age, height, weight, hair color, clothing, and distinctive characteristics such as beard, mustache, tattoos, scars, or accent

· Describe vehicle if one is involved: color, make, model, year, license plate and special features such as stickers, dents, decals, rims, or decals

Remember to report the 4Ws

Who, what, when, and where.

Safer neighborhoods are a SNAP!m  

Promote safe and secure environment

Report abandoned cars, graffiti, vandalism

Observe your surroundings

Teach others to be aware

Emphasize good crime prevention habits

Commonsense when off-duty or traveling

Talk to your neighbors and get to know them.

Find out more about SNAP at www.hqusareur.army.mil/opm/SNAP.htm



Safe Neighborhood Awareness Program





How to protect yourself against crime and terrorism
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